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The work of the French Association, which, as we have already 
announced, meets at Bordeaux from the 5th to the 13th September, 
comprehends—-1st, At least two general meetings ; 2nd, Meetings 
of divisions and lectures ; 3rd, Scientific excursions ; 4th, Public 
lectures. Of the last there will be four, the first of which was 
to have been by the late lamented M. Delaunay, on “ The Con¬ 
stitution of the Sunhis place will probably be filled by M. 
Cornu. The second public lecture is to be by M. Broca on 
“ The Troglodytes of Les Eystes the third by M. Levasseur on 
“ Commercial Geographyand the fourth by Lieutenant F. 
Gamier, on “ The Voyage, of the Camiodge and the Political 
and Commercial rSle of France in the extreme East.” There 
are to be seven excursions in all, one to the mouth of the Gironde 
for the purpose of observing the changes in the coast-line; 
another to the pre-historic remains and bone caverns of Les 
Bydes ; the sixth is to Medoc for the purpose of visiting the 
great vineyards of Chateau-Margot and Cblteau-Montrose, 

The International Congress of Scientific Archaeology was 
opened at Brussels on August 22, with an attendance of 600 men 
of science of various nationalities, including Prof. Owen and 
M. Virchow'. After being entertained to luncheon in the Hotel 
de Ville, the savans adjourned to the Ducal Palace, where, at 
two o’clock the Congress was opened under the presidency of 
M, d’Omallus d’Halloy, the Belgian senator and eminent geolo¬ 
gist, who will soon be a nonagenarian. The opening address 
was given by M. Dupont, the distinguished director of the 
Brussels Natural History Museum, who gave a summary of the 
results of the researches relative to pre-historic times in Belgium. 
The Executive Committee, under the ^presidency of M, d’Omalius 
d’Halloy, was then constituted. The Belgian vice-presidents 
are MM, Hagemans, van Beneden, and Baron de Wit. The 
vice-presidents for foreign countries are M. Virchow, for Ger¬ 
many; M. de Quatrefages, for France; Mr. Franks, of the 
British Museum, for England ; M. Nilsson, for Sweden ; M. 
Steenstrup, for Denmark; and M. Conestabile, for Italy. M. 
Dupont, of the Belgian Museum, was installed as secretary- 
general. The excellent club known as the Circle Artistique el 
Littirah-e has thrown open its hospitable doors to tire members 
of the Congress. On Saturday, Aug. 24, an excursion under 
the auspices of the Congress took place to the valley of the 
River Lesse, a tributary of the Meuse, which it joins not far 
from Dinant. The purpose of the excursion was to inspect the 
prehistoric remains which abound in the numerous caverns that 
exist along the banks of the Lesse. M. Dupont acted the part 
of guide, and his disquisitions at each particular spot of interest 
were followed by lively discussions among the geologists present. 
On returning across the Lesse from inspecting the Trou de la 
Naulette, one of the over-crowded boats had its balance dis¬ 
turbed and went down, happily with no worse result to the 
passengers than a thorough drenching. Among those on board 
was Mr. Franks, of the British Museum, who, with another 
gentleman, gallantly rescued Mme. Royer, Mr. Darwin’s French 
translator. At Sunday’s meeting it was decided to hold the 
meetings of the Congress biennially instead of annually. On 
Monday, 26th, an excursion was made to Mesvin and Spiennes. 
The latter place is supposed to have been a manufactory *bf 
flint implements, the ground visited being thickly covered with 
flint splinters and unfinished flints. After luncheon the railway 
cutting at Mesvin was visited, where some lively discussion 
ensued, the party subsequently inspecting some pits from which 
the flint for making tools had been extracted. 

The Government of New South Wales, following the lead of 
Europe and the United States, has introduced the system of 
telegraphing the anticipations of the weather, and has established 


certain stations on the coast for indicating the nature of any ex¬ 
pected storm by means of signal masts. These signal masts 
support two yards, crossing each other at right angles in the 
direction of the cardinal points of the compass. A violent squall 
is to be represented by a conspicuous diamond-shaped signal; a 
heavy sea by a drum; .a gale with clear weather is indicated by 
a diamond-shaped signal over a drum; and one with thick 
weather and rain by the same signal under a drum. The 
direction in which the wind is blowing is indicated by the parti¬ 
cular yard-arm between which and the mast-head the geometrical 
signal is suspended. Gales.that are general over a large portion 
of the coast are indicated without the mast-head flags, by the 
geometrical figures. 

We leam that Professor Nordenskjold, the originator and 
leader (under the direction of the Royal Swedish Academy) of 
the Swedish North Polar Expedition, contemplated since 1861 
arrived on the 17th of last month at Tromso, in Northern Nor¬ 
way, and sailed away aga in in the iron steamer Polhem on the 
21st. Before leaving that port for the far north he sent a letter 
to Mr. Oscar Dickson, merchant, of Gothenburg (thanks to 
whose energetic and liberal support the expedition was enabled 
to start this year), giving a short description of the means at his 
disposal. The plan of the expedition is that of wintering on 
the northernmost islets of Spitsbergen (the Seven Isles), whence 
by tire aid of reindeer sledges an over-ice journey northward 
will be attempted. The professor is accompanied by two 
physicians, a mturalist, an Italian naval officer, a first mate, two 
engineers, ten picked seamen, and four Lapps for attending the 
reindeer, from forty to fifty of which, with 3000 sacks of rein¬ 
deer moss and other .necessaries for wintering in the Arctic 
regions, have been taken by another (hired) steamer, the \Onkel 
Adam, to the intended winter quarters. The Swedish Govern¬ 
ment has placed the brig Gtadan at the professor’s disposal till 
the beginning of winter. This vessel has also started from 
Tromso, having on board a house, in which the exploring party 
is to winter in the Seven Isles ; she will return to Tromso, and 
hence take back a second cargo, consisting of coals. The ex¬ 
pedition is in addition furnished with 15451b. of paraffin, to 
serve as lighting and cooking material on the sledge journey. 
The house contains six living rooms, one of which is to be used 
as a workshop, a kitchen, pantry, bath-room, and frost-proof 
cellar. The expedition has also taken from Stockholm three 
“ observation sheds.” It is amply provisioned for two years, 
and well supplied with warm winter clothes, among which are 
complete suits of Lappish clothing for every person In the ex¬ 
pedition. On the sledge journey, amongst other, things, rum, 
paraffin, sleeping bags, tents of tarpaulin, a large sleeping car¬ 
pet, &c., will be taken. Three boats, weighing respectively 
joolb., 200lb,, and 1501b., and specially adapted for ice travel¬ 
ling, with sledges, had been shipped at Copenhagen. To assist 
the Laplanders in the management and supervision of the rein¬ 
deer, they have with them five reindeer dogs. Three live pigs 
form also part of the provisions. Finally, the expedition is 
well provided with all necessary s.ientific instruments. 

Prof. C. H. F. Peters, of Hamilton College, U.S., has dis¬ 
covered two more new planets of n - 5 and 12 magnitude re¬ 
spectively, provisionally numbered 123 and £22. 

The International Statistical Congress has opened at St. 
Petersburg its eighth session since it started its work in 1853, and 
is divided into five sections: the first on questions connected 
widi the census of the population, the second on the movement 
of the people, the third on industry, the fourth on postal rela¬ 
tions and commerce, the fifth on criminal statistics. The Con¬ 
gress is well attended by representatives of all countries, with a 
good sprinkling of English members. Dr. Farr, Mr. Hammick, 
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and Mr. Lock represent the official part of our members ; Mr. 
Samuel Brown, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Hendriks, Dr. Mount, M. 
Tayler, and Mr. Levi, represent the Statistical Society of 
London ; and there are also Mr. Freeman, Mr. Heron, and Mr. 
Wethered as voluntary members. The Russian Government and 
the municipalities of St. Petersburg are most liberal in their 
arrangements for the reception of visitors. A free railway ticket 
over the Russian territory, and free lodgings in tire best hotels, 
for every member of Congress, have been provided. The 
Princess Helena gives evening entertainments. The Hermitage 
and Museums are open, and there are to be excursions to the 
Exhibition at Moscow, and to the fair at Nijni Novogorod. 

The session of the Physical Science College of Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne will commence on Oct. 2, and will be divided into 
the Michaelmas, Epiphany, and Easter Terms. No preliminary 
examination is required, but students must be above the age of 
fifteen years. All particulars will be found in the college pros¬ 
pectus, to be had free on application to Mr. W. Bunning, secre¬ 
tary to the college. 

The twenty-seventh annual meeting of the Cambrian Archaeo¬ 
logical Association has been opened at Brecon, and the Congress 
will sit up to Friday evening. The President for the year is Sir 
James Russell Bailey, M.P., of Glamish Park, Cricklewell. 
The proceedings will be of the usual character, including the 
reading of papers on subjects of archaeological interest, and 
daily excursions to places of note in the surrounding neighbour¬ 
hood. 

The Journal of the Franklin Institute calls attention to the 
following interesting lecture experiment :—It is well known that 
a light ball, as of cork, is sustained for some time near the 
summit of a vertical jet of water, issuing from an orifice of such 
a nature that the steadiness of the jet is maintained. The experi¬ 
ment becomes more striking when a vertical blast of air issuing 
from a large bellows is substituted for the jet of water, as in this 
case there is no apparent support for the ball, which comports 
itself in a very amusing manner. When a strong blast cannot be 
obtained, if a slender wire, about four times the length of the 
diameter of the ball, be.passed through its centre, so as to have 
one-fourth of its length projecting from one end, and one half 
from the other, the balancing is more readily obtained, as any 
considerable change in the relative positions of the centre of 
gravity and the point of support is prevented by the movements 
of the rod. 

We learn from the Journal of the Society of Arts that the 
directors of the telegraphic lines of France have recognised the 
absolute necessity of improving the theoretical and practical 
knowledge of its clerks, and with this view elementary courses 
of telegraphy have been arranged in all the chief towns, at which 
the attendance of the employes is obligatory. In addition to 
this, a superior course of instruction is to be opened in Paris, 
and those clerks who have most distinguished themselves in the 
provinces will be sent to the capital to complete their instruc¬ 
tion. The courses are all to commence on the first of October. 

Harper’s Weekly, of August 17, announces the deaths of Mr. 
Sidney J. Lyon, a gentleman well known for his valuable geo¬ 
logical and archaeological researches while State geologist of 
Kentucky; and of Mr. Edmund Ravenal, of Charleston, S, 
Carolina, and Dr. Hubbard, of Long Island, both eminent 
conchologists. 

We notice from the Field that on September 3 and 4 a sale of 
the surplus animals of the Zoological Gardens of Antwerp is to 
t ke place. The collection to be disposed of includes many of 
the rarer species of mammals and birds. In the former figures 
a young Indian rhinoceros, several species of antelopes,'mou- 


flons, and a male markhare (“which,” says the Field, “ offers a 
chance for any one desirous of increasing the size of our' Welsh 
goats ”). The birds include ostriches, several species of rare and 
new pheasants, and a considerable number of the rarer water- 
fowl, serpents, pythons, &c. 

We learn from the Times of India of July 26 that Mr. Mark 
Fryar, the mining engineer who has been specially engaged to 
develop the mineraliferous resources of British Burmah, spent 
the last two months of 1871 in exploring the Mergni district of 
Tenasserim ; and the results of his explorations have just been 
published by the Etcetera Department as an extra supplement 
to the Gazette of India. Of the coal which exists there Mr. 
Fryar does not speak at all hopefully. It is deficient in quality, 
and could not compete with English and Australian coal; be¬ 
sides which, there is no demand for it, the dense forests of 
Tenasserim being capable of supplying the whole country with 
fuel for generations to come. Summing up the results of his 
two months’ tour, Mr. Fryar says the most remarkable feature of 
the districts is the wonderful extent of the distribution of stani- 
ferous detritus: “In rivers on the mainland and on islands of 
the sea, every small dishful of sandy gravel taken up contains 
palpable traces of black tin-stone ; ” and he thinks it exceedingly 
probable that a thorough examination of the hills whence the 
rivers flow would be rewarded by the discovery of rich veins of 
tin ore, -which could be worked with the most profitable results. 

A letter from Bucharest, given in the Levant Times, re¬ 
ports a curious atmospheric phenomenon which occurred there 
on the 25th of July, at a quarter past nine in the evening. Dur¬ 
ing the day the heat was stifling, and the sky cloudless. Towards 
nine o’clock a small cloud appeared on the horizon, and a quar¬ 
ter of an hour afterwards rain began to fall, when, to the horror 
of everybody, it. was found to consist of black rvorms of the 
size of an ordinary fly. All the streets were strewn with these 
curious animals. It is to be hoped that some were preserved, 
and will be examined by a competent naturalist. 

I he International Congress on Weights and Measures meets 
at Paris on September 24. 

The cyclone which had been heard of from the Bay of Ben¬ 
gal, broke over Balasore early on the morning of the 1st July. 
There was a heavy gale from the N.W. at about 2 A.M., and 
at 4 A.M. the wind veered to the N.E., and blew with tremen¬ 
dous violence, subsequently passing to the E. and S.E., and 
dying away at one o’clock. The station, winch was once one 
of the prettiest in Bengal, is said now to be a mass of ruins. 
1 he destruction of property has been very great. Several thou¬ 
sand people were rendered homeless, and many without food. 
The telegraph lines were carried clean away for several miles 
on both sides of Belasore. 

The Honolulu Gazette reports the following interesting fact 
which has recently been observed respecting the growth of coral, 
and which deserves very careful consideration :—Somewhat less 
than two years ago a buoy was moored in Kealakekua Bay. 
Last week the anchor was hoisted in order to examine the con¬ 
dition of the chain. “The latter, which is a heavy 2 in. cable, 
was found covered with corals and oyster-shells, some of which 
were as large as a man’s hand. The large corals measure four- 
and-a-lialf inches in length, which thus represents their growth 
daring the period of two years that the anchor and cable have 
been submerged. The specimens which we have seen show the 
nature of the formation of the coral by the coral animals very 
distinctly. When taken out of the water it had small crabs on 
it. A question arises whether these crabs live on the coral 
polypes, or whether they simply seek the branches of the coral 
for protection. The popular idea is that corals are of extremely 
slow growth, yet here ■ we have a formation equal to over seven¬ 
teen feet in a century. ” 
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